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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT
Happy New Year of the Horse. Maintain your fitness routine and
Good health will befall upon you.
The EUSI normally do not comment on political affairs. However,
faced with the far too many suicides of our serving and former
soldiers, I am compelled to point out the inopportune closure of
the Veteran Affairs District Offices and the manner the Minister
of Veteran Affairs handled the protest by veterans. Given the
budget restraints, I can appreciate the need to reduce
expenditure. I understand arrangements have been made in that
Case Managers would be traveling to rural areas and conduct
home visits to assist veterans with their enquiries. I encourage
readers to read MP for Edmonton Central, Laurie Hawn’s Face
Block tweet he posed on Sunday, February 2, 2014. It is
evident he had researched the topic on veteran matters
thoroughly and he was able to address most of the concerns.
Laurie is not the Minister of Veteran Affairs and all the recent
negative media attention does not affect his political life.
However, he is a veteran and when you read his tweet, you can
feel the passion and concern he has for veteran matters, but in
a practical sense. Compare that to all the negativity felt by veterans caused by the antagonistic way criticisms
and dialogues were handled. I can point to a dozen MPs who would be much more tactful and sensitive then
the current Minister.
On the matter of PTSD and high incidents of veterans/soldiers committing suicide, I suggest further
investigations to find the “common denominator” that drove these soldiers to take their own lives. A soldier who
has had several overseas tours recently suggested that the common denominator may be these soldiers have
tried to reach out but felt shut out and abandoned, while others were able to access the help they needed.
Another area that deserves further research is to ask what about the other soldiers who are seemingly able to
continue to function or cope with life’s daily demands. What are the factors that contributed to their ability to
cope or even excel? The hardship of overseas tours are similar - separation from family or loved ones,
deprivation of comforts, and threat of personal safety.

Lastly, I would like to express my condolence to the family of Cpl Leona MacEachern, a military policewoman
who committed suicide on Christmas Day, 2013. I knew Cpl MacEachern and her passing was a result of
feeling abandoned and despair. The letter sent to her family within two weeks to demand the return of
overpayment of $500 or so dollars as she is dead and not entitled to the said sum reflects the insensitivity, a
corporate culture carried from the top down. If you can hear me, Cpl MacEachern, Thanks you for having
served Canada.

Russian Military Buildup in the Artic

Anton Vasilliev, Russian Ambassador for the Artic. Ottawa, January 31, 2014. The Canadian Press,
Mr. Vasilliev told The Canadian Press that Russian military buildup in the Arctic is for defending its northern
regions, which are becoming vulnerable due to climate changes. He said Russia is interested in protecting the
emerging northern sea route. He added Canada currently has a claim at the United Nations of 1.2 million
square kilometers of sea bed under the Atlantic, as well as another claim in the Arctic Ocean. Canadian
Government has announced in December that the Canadian Arctic Claim will include the North Pole. Mr.
Vasilliev suggested that if there are overlapping claims, they will be treated on the basis of negotiation,
international law, and goodwill. While Mr. Vasilliev sounded conciliatory, he did suggest the possibility of an
“overlapping claim” between Russia and Canada. A Russian military buildup would certainly increase their
negotiating chips.
The EUSI Symposium proposed for October 2014 should provide answers to address some of the concerns
about Canadian Northern sovereignty.

EPITAPH
They tried:

What more can be asked
By us who in their lost freedom bask?

Janet Griesbach & Lestock

So we must fight and, willing,

Memorial, Edmonton

Face the task
So they,
Our forebears,
May take rest at last

HUMOUR
At one Army base, the annual trip to the rifle range had been canceled for the second year in a row, but the
semi- annual physical fitness test was still on as planned.
One soldier mused, “Does it bother anyone else that the Army doesn’t seem to care how well we can shoot,
but they are extremely interested in how fast we can run?”

DID YOU KNOW THAT?
Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered important. Since
there were no telephones, TV's or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to local taverns, pubs, and bars.
They were told to 'go sip some Ale and listen to people's conversations and political concerns. Many
assistants were dispatched at different times. 'You go sip here' and 'You go sip there.' The two words 'go sip'
were eventually combined when referring to the local opinion and, thus we have the term 'gossip.'

Get trained!

CANADIAN GEAR
M72 SHORT ANTI-ARMOUR WEAPON

The M72 is a light, anti-armour weapon that can be used by a single soldier to destroy enemy combat vehicles
and fortifications. The 66-mm warhead can penetrate up to 350 mm of armour. The unit is light and compact
and can easily be carried by an individual soldier. When required, the user extends the telescopic tube, which
automatically cocks the launcher and raises the sight. The user places the tube on his shoulder, aims, and
squeezes the trigger to discharge the rocket to a range of up to 350m. The maximum effective range is about
220m against moving targets and 300m against stationary targets.
Although primarily designed for the defeat of light armour, the weapon retains a moderate capability against
older tanks when engaging them at the sides or rear.
The tactical round consists of a free-flight rocket in a disposable telescopic launcher. Each rocket consists of
three major assemblies: a 66mm high explosive warhead; a Point-Initiating, Base Detonating (PIBD) fuse and
an improved rocket motor. Attached to the motor case are eight spring-loaded fins which are folded forward to
lie alongside the rocket motor whilst in the launcher. Upon ignition of the rocket, gas pressure propels the
rocket from the launcher and the fins spring out to stabilize flight.

CANADIAN MILITARY READING
LORD KITCHENER’S AMERICANS
The American Legion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force, 1915-1919
Eric Smylie
While the United States’ armed forces were still years away
from entering the Great War in Europe, thousands of
naturalized Americans of British and Canadian birth quietly
crossed into Canada to answer the Imperial call to arms. Over

45,000 men and women born in the United States also
volunteered to wear the uniform of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force and serve His Majesty, King George V. By far the most
intriguing groups joining the CEF were the hundreds of
ex-servicemen from the United States Army, Navy, and Marine
Corps. They provided a cadre of experienced officers and men
that had few equals in the force. This book documents the formation of the American Legion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force, offering a full examination of the political, diplomatic, and constitutional impact of its
existence. A large section is devoted to the issue of recruitment, describing how volunteers were enticed to
join, how the laws prohibiting American citizens from signing up to serve in the war were circumvented, and the
means used by recruiters to meet their quotas. It also documents the heroism and sacrifice of the volunteers at
Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, and the final battles of the war.

February 15 was declared National
Flag of Canada Day in 1996. It marks
the day in 1965 when our red and
white maple leaf flag was first raised
over Parliament Hill in Ottawa. Red
and white were designated as
Canada's official colours in1921 by His
Majesty King George V.

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE

Lieutenant Colonel (retired) Hans Brinks is the current vice President of the EUSI
Lieutenant Colonel Hans Brink first joined the Regular Forces in July 1974.
After one year he was released to attend the University of Calgary. During this time he joined the Calgary
Highlanders where he served with them as a Private through to Lieutenant. When he graduated from the U of
C with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History he transferred to the Regular Army and served with the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry until 2000.

During his 20 years as a Patricia he served with the First and Third Battalions, which resulted in eight moves
and nine postings across Canada and England. He has two United Nations tours of Cyprus and served in
Bosnia as part of the NATO Standing Force, SFOR. His most enjoyable job in the Army was at the Trials and
Evaluations Section in Gagetown, New Brunswick. While there he conducted 32 Trials on everything from
Gerber knives to the Winter Firing Trials of the Eryx and HOT Missile systems. That is where his interest in
weapons simulation systems started.
At the completion of his Regular Force Career he joined the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (4 PPCLI). He served
as Special Project Officer, moving the unit from Griesbach to the new Armoury, Adjutant, Officer Commanding
A Coy, Operations Officer, Deputy Commanding Officer and finally Commanded the unit from September 2006
to April 2008.
None of the above would have been possible without the loving support of his wife Nancy, who endured all the
ups and downs of moving their family every couple of years. They have two children, Kirstin and Aaron.
Lieutenant Colonel Brink is retired from the Canadian Forces after 34 years of service in the Reserves and
Regular Forces. He will continue to run his weapons simulations business and relax.
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Securitas
It is too Late to Sharpen Swords, When the Drums of War are Beating

