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President’s Comments 
 

Happy New Year to you all and may the new year bring you good health and fortune.   

 

The years 2020 and 2021 will go down in history as the most unsettled and trying for Canadians and for the  

rest of the world.  The flooding of the century and the forest fire in British Columbia have decimated the farming 

industry as well as presenting a huge psychological hurdle to overcome.  We hope 2022 will be a better year 

for all of us.  The Chinese New Year will be the year of the Tiger. Chinese astrologists believes that the coming 

year will be prosperous and healthy for mankind. (For the Trudeau supporters, it is peoplekind. May be they 

are not included in the mankind category).   

 

A number of friends and veterans have been under the weather or afflicted with serious illness during the year 

past.  I am sending my prayers and love and may you recover quickly and once again enjoy good health.   

 

Aid to Civil Power – Time to rethink outside of the box.  In the last ten years and more so in the last three 

years, the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF)  have been increasingly asked to fulfill one of their mandates, Aid to 

Civil Power. From medics helping with looking after seniors at nursing homes and provide medical support with 

field hospitals, helping to fight forest fires, flooding and severe winter snow storms.  It has been a yearly 

occurrence when the military has been asked to assist. Often, the call for help is sudden and immediately 

needed.  With the changing weather pattern, we can expect more of the same to come.  The Covid-19 

pandemic have also proved that Canada is ill prepared to deal with any large scale infectious disease 

outbreak.  

 

So, instead of calling on the mi8litary in the last minute to help0 out, I propose Canada form a rapid response 

group to deal with crisis such as natural disasters, pandemics, or large scale terrorist attacks.  Such rapid 

respon0se group should be supported from all the Provinces and Territories and be trained as one unit.  

Components of this group typically should include firefighters, police, physicians, logicians, and geologists. 

As far as I know, no such rapid response group exists in Canada.  I believe the idea deserve a serious 

consideration, with the Federal government start taking the lead. 

 

   

 
 

 

 

The information in this newsletter is for informational purposes 

only. The Edmonton United Services assumes no liability for any 

inaccurate, delayed or incomplete information, nor for any actions 

taken in reliance thereon. 

 

 

 

 



Last Post  

 

LCol Donald  Schepens CD, was the Commanding Officer for 15 Edmonton Service Battalion for four years during mid 

1990. He went on to become the CFLC Liaison Officer, Alberta North, LFWA., before retired. I was Don’s Deputy 

Commanding Officer and Senior Logistic Operations Officer in the Battalion.  Don also taught business management at 

Grant MacEwan University and was the pioneer of the Virtual International Postgrad Program.  Don was married to Anne, 

who was also a former reservist.  

 

Major Doug Mattila,CD,  was the Wing Admin Officer in Winnipeg when he retired. Doug and I served together in Bosnia 

and his friendship eased the deployment hardship.  We remained good friends after our deployment  in 2003 and visited 

each other yearly. 

 

Rest In Peace, my friends, we will remember.  

 

 

 
        

       ATTACK 

       A dawn the ridge emerges massed and dun 

       In the wild purple of the glow'ring sun, 

       Smouldering through spouts of drifting smoke that   

                  shroud 

       The menacing scarred slope; and, one by one, 

       Tanks creep and topple forward to the wire. 

       The barrage roars and lifts. Then, clumsily bowed 

       With bombs and guns and shovels and battle-gear, 

       Men jostle and climb to meet the bristling fire. 

       Lines of grey, muttering faces, masked with fear, 

       They leave their trenches, going over the top, 

       While time ticks blank and busy on their wrists, 

       And hope, with furtive eyes and grappling fists, 

       Flounders in mud. O Jesus, make it stop! 

 

 

 

 

 

Edmonton Cenotaph 

 
 

 

ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM –  SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022.  

 

The Annual EUSUI Symposium was postponed twice in the last two years due to Covid-19. A number of 

American panelists from Nevada were invited and accepted the invitation to speak on UAV (drones).  However, 

due to travel restriction and self isolation requirements, they can no longer accept the invitation. The EUSI 

Board have decided to focus on Canadian experts who can speak on offensive and defensive operations on 

UAV.  We are hoping intelligence and artillery experts from 3rd Division could fill the gap.  A big plus is the 

 



discussion on civilian usage of UAVs. UAVs were used in search and rescue an forest fires in Alberta. I believe 

there is a big opportunity for Alberta to be the leader in drone resear5ch, development and industry investment. 

The University of Alberta is leading in engineering research in North America, and would be great asset to help 

a diversified industry that has unlimited potentials.  As such, EUSI will insist holding the planned symposium 

which will take place on Saturday, March 5, 2022 at the Aviation Museum in Kingsway, Edmonton,  The 

Museum can safely host 260 people with social isolation and has subscribed to the provincial exemption 

regulations.  Admittance is free with coffee and lunch served.   A mess dinner will be held in the evening at the 

Museum and the tariff is $100.00 per person.  An invitation and RSVP are attached to this ENews.  

 

 

 

HUMOUR  AND GENERAL TIT-BITS., 

Glass takes one million years to decompose, which means it never wears out and can be recycled an infinite 
amount of times! 

 Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, even if it's buried in the ground for thousands of years 

  

When a person dies hearing is the last sense to go. The first sense lost is sight. 

 Your tongue is the only muscle in your body that is attached at only one end. 

 The tooth is the only part of the human body that cannot heal itself. 

 If you stop getting thirsty , you need to drink more water. When a human body is dehydrated, its thirst 
mechanism shuts off. 

 Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by Roman numerals. 

 Kites were used in the American Civil War to deliver letters and newspapers. 

 The song Auld Lang Syne is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost every English-speaking country in the 
world to bring in the new year. 

Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth by 61 percent. Drinking a glass of water before 
you eat may help digestion and curb appetite. 

 Peanut oil is used for cooking in submarines because it doesn't smoke unless it's heated above 450F. 

 Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean. 

 The banana cannot reproduce itself. It can be propagated only by the hand of man. 

 Airports at higher altitudes require a longer airstrip due to lower air density. 

 The University of Alaska spans four time zones 

 Warner Communications paid 28 million for the copyright to the song Happy Birthday, which was written in 
1935! 



 A comet's tail always points away from the sun. 

 Caffeine increases the power of aspirin and other painkillers, that is why it is found in some medicines. 

The military salute is a motion that evolved from medieval times, when knights in armor raised their visors to 
reveal their identity. 

 If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney and look up, you can see stars, even in the middle of 
the day. In ancient times strangers shook hands to show that they were unarmed. 

Strawberries and cashews are the only fruits whose seeds grow on the outside. 

Avocados have the highest calories of any fruit at 167 calories per hundred grams. 

Due to earth's gravity it is impossible for mountains to be higher than 15,000 meters. 

Soldiers do not march in step when going across bridges because they could set up a vibration which could 
be sufficient to knock the bridge down. 

Everything weighs one percent less at the equator. 

The letter J does not appear anywhere on the periodic table of the elements. 

  

 Get trained!  
 

 

 
 

CANADIAN GEAR 

 

LONG RANGE SNIPER WEAPON (LRSW) 
 

The Long-Range Sniper Weapon provides snipers with a 
rifle that can deliver highly accurate fire against hard targets 
at ranges of up to 1800 meters. It is rugged and performs 
well under extreme climactic conditions. The rifle is a 
heavy-barrel, bolt action detachable box magazine-fed 
weapon with a five-shot capacity. The weapon was 
introduced in the fall of 2000. 



 

 

What’s Out There? 

PLL05 120mm Self-Propelled Mortar-Howitzer (China) 
 
The PLL05 (or Type 05) is the self-propelled  
mortar-howitzer system based on a WZ551 6X6 wheeled  
chassis. The system combines features of the  
conventional mortar and the howitzer, firing projectiles at  
both short-range, high-arcing ballistic trajectories and  
longer-range, less steep ballistic trajectories for indirect  
fire.  A track-based version of the system was developed ten years ago. 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Securitas  
Alexander Tsang CD  

Major (retired)  
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Edmonton United Services Institute  
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                                                                    Yo 

Major Alexander Tsang, CD, President of Edmonton United Services Institute 

and the Board of Directors  

                                                        And  

Captain David Jackson, Chair of the Board of Directors, 700 Wing, RCAF, 

Edmonton. And the Board of Directors 

Invites YOU TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL SECURITY AND DEFENCE SYMPOSIUM 

and MESS DINNER 

On: SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022 FROM 8:30 AM TO 4:00PM 

At: Alberta Aviation Museum, 11410, Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta for  

A Presentation on: Unmanned Vehicles (drones) in military and civilian 

operations 

ZOOM attendance:  With prior arrangement only. 

Lunch and Coffee /Tea are provided.  

Cost: No charge.  

 
Utilization of UAVs impact military and civilian alike.  Recent military operations were carried out 
successfully from miles away with Drones.  Recent Search and Rescue operations, Delivery of 
First Aid equipment to hard to reach places were completed with drones. 
 
Event is hosted by the Edmonton United Services Institute, The 700 Wing RAFC Association, 
The Royal Alberta United Services Institute, the Royal Commonwealth Society, Edmonton, and  
Veteran Affairs Canada.  
  



                                                                     

         RSVP –  MESS DINNER, TO BE HELD AT THE AVIATION MUSEUM, EDMONTON KINGSWAY ON 

                        SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2022 AT 1830 HOURS.  

 

I _____________________________________will attend the Mess Dinner 

Rank/Title       Last Name          First Name 

 

Name of My guests  

 

Rank/Title       Last Name           First Name 

 

My Dietary Restrictions are _______________________________________ 

Please mail your Reservation and Check of $100.00 per person payable to EUSI no then February  

21, 2022 in order to coordinate catering.  Thank you.  

EUSI 

11035 – 163 Ave.,  

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5X 2A2                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 


